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(To 4 Printed Paper diſperſed by Sir John Maynard extituled The humble Pe- 
tition of the Owners and Commonetrs of the Towne of 1/eham in the 
County of Cambridge, and to the Exceptions thereto annexed againſt the At 
for the dreynine of the great Level of the Fennes:) whereby the Hononr and 
Fuſtice of the late Parliament ts vindicated, the ſcandals and untruths inthe 
ſaid printed paper .— onrY, ſome vaine ObjeFions anſwered, and the truth of 
the proceedings in that work of Dreyning ( fo much conducing to the honour. 
and profit of this Common-wealth) held forth to all ſober and unintereſſed 


per(035. 

SALES H E ſubſtance of the (aid Petition falling under theſe four Ge- 

nerals, v7. Firſt, that'parties intereſled are by the ſaid At 
made Judges. Secondly, that the ſaid Act deſtroyes propri- 
ety. Thirdly, that the ſaid Act doth enact impoſhbilities and 
falſittes. And laſtly, that Dreyning 1s declared a Monopoly 
by the Remonſtrance of the late Parlament in the year 1641 and the {aid 
Ad obtained, becauſe there were ſo many Parliament men patties intereſſe# 
when the ſaid Ai was pasſing , the Petitioners being unheard, It is anſwer- 
ed to the firſt, That this charge is uncertaine and ſcandalous; There being no 
particular perſon named,nor in truth could they juſtly name any;tor amongſt 
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the Judges named by the ſaid Ac (whichare above 1{1xty in number) there is 
nevera party intereiled named a Judge (bur Fohn renchard Elquire , who 
was an Adventurer for one thouſand Acres, and thereupon declared he was 
a party intereſled, and refuſed to aft as a Judge.) It 1s true, that all the Indges 
ot the Courts of Weſtminſter tor the preſent, and inſucceſſion, peing appoint- 
ed Judges by the {aid Actin general words and not by name, It tell out thar 
the Lord Chief Juſtice Sazar Fohn, who was an Adventurer for one thouland 
Acres onely, was then Chict Juſtice of the Common Plezs, and thereupon 
never appeared or acted in the buſineſle, or was preſent art any Sefton of the 
Commiſſioners appointed Judges. ” 

\. To the ſecond Charge, thar the ſaid Act ceſtroyes propriety : It ts anſwver- 
ed, that this is 2 miſtake; for it is. and ought to be the care of the-Supreme 
power to provide for tne good of the whole, and to compel! every man fo to. 
uſe his owne, as it may be lerviceable tothe common 299d (yer with as Urtle: 
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prejudice toeach particular as may be Jand this hath been obſerved in all times 
upon various occafions ; waereof uiſtances are obvious : And in particular, 
of recovering ſurrounded grounds, vi, the Stat, of 23. EliF, cap. 13. for 
dreyning theMarſhes of Erith,and Plumpſted,and a motety given tor dreyning: 
The Stat, 42 Faco. cap. 8' fordreyning the Marſhes of Leſnes, and Fort in 
Keat: anda moiety given for dreyning ; In both whuch caſes they were freed 
from tithes for leyen years as a priviledge and incouragement of their in- 
duſtry. And when they could not dreyn it within the time limited, the time 
was lengthened and more lands given, and yet theſe undertakers were to 

maintaine the work but one year, and the undertakers by this Ac are to 
maintaine this Level ior ever; By the Statute of 4* Taco. cap. 13. a place 
called Wallerſeyin the Iſle Elze,is appointed to be dreyned by undertakers, 
and two third parts given fordreyning, And the benefit redownding to the 
Common-Wealth by ſuch dreyning appears in a great part by the very Sta- 
tute of 432 E/iF. cap. 112 (mentioned by the Petitioners) viF, xot onely 
great and ineſtimable benefit to the Supreme Magiſtrate , but to the people, 
and increaſe of able people : And this very Level of the Fens hath been 
leveral times heretofore endeavoured to be dreyned by others, though 
in vaine; and was a work worthy of the care of a Parliament, andit is fo 
exprefled in the ſaid Act,thereby to recover above 300000. acres of ſurround- 
ed grounds for arrable Meadow, and Paſture : and not onely fit for cole-ſeed 
(though olle be no contemptible commodity to this Nation) but for whear, 
and all other graine, and for hemp, and flax, which may be of great concern- 
ment to this Commaon- Wealth. 

And itany deftre to be further ſatisfied of the excellency of this work , 
ler hum conſuit Mercaters Geography of the world, printed at Amſterdam in 
1636. fo. 67, wherein the fame of the undertaking 1s taken notice of, and 
publiſhed to the world , though undervalued by ſome of this Nation who 
are ignorant of ihe concerment of this Common-Wealth therein. 

And men which broach ſuch principles , as that Ads of Parliament 
'(wherein all mens conſents are included ) deſtroy propriety ;, would be care- 
tully heeded 1g time; leſt rhe coniequence may tend to bring in queſtion, 
not only many things well ſetled by Acts of Parliament for publick good 
i1 moſt (1f, not ail) former Paritaments, bur interrupt the great affaires of 
this Common-wealth,it ſuch an unſound,deftructive principle (That 4 Com- 
mnoners right cannot be bownd by an Act of Parliament,) thould be taken up by 
tumutuous giddy people. - 3 

Fo the taird Charge of inpoſlibility and falfities inthe At, Ir is an{wer- 
ed by dental, rhat there is any impoſkbility or falſity in the Ad'; for it ap- 
pears to any man that will have patience, carefully ro peruſe rhe ſaid Act, 
Hat only the ſurrounded grawmads. within the {aid Level are to be —_—_— 

_. -and 
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and no other: andif any perſon becony'clled to contribute to the dreyning, | 
who is not bettered thereby, the Commiſſioners appointed Judges by the 
ſaid AR, have power to give relief; And the Righr Honourable the Coun- 
cel of State haye likewiſe for eate of the Countrey ,authorized other Commil- 
lioners, living in the ſaid Level, and near thereunto to heare and determine 
the ſame upon the place ina ſhort and eaſte way. And it is an unheard of 
boldneſle tocharge the Parliament with falſity in matters of fac&t,declared by 
them in the Attitlelt, and the conſequence no other, then to make Acts of 
Parliament lefle certain then aChancery-Decree,and ſubject to re-examin 

ation, asoft as it ſhall pleaſe any troublefome diſcontented perſon. 

To the laſt Charge, That this dreyning was declared a Monopoly, by the 
Declaration of the late Parliament in 1641. And the ſaid Act unduly ob- 
rained, By reaſon ſo many Parliament men became tntereſſed therein, at the 
paſſing of the ſaid AﬀF ,, It 1s anilwered, that the firſt part of the Charge is. 
grounded upon a miſtake, the {aid Decl ration being againſt Improve- 
ments, taken out of Commons, by the late King, Queen, and other Lords 
of Mannors to the prejudice of the Commoners withoat Law, whereas the Sce the 
work of dreyning this Level, was then nnder the care ofa Committee of Par- © 7" 
liament, to provide for dreyning thereof, and declared to be a great-work pecb.x 6 
And no colour of a Monopoly it the Act be peruled; aud the very original 
undertaking proceeds from the {ollicitation of the Countrey. | 

And to the ſecond part of this Charge, of the undue gaining of the ſaid 

Act,through the intereſt of Parliament men:It is anſwered that this general 
Charge, without naming any particularperlon, is in it ſelf a great {candal 
to All the Members of the late Parliament ; and it is affirmed,and a certain 
truth, that there were but foure Members of the late Parliament, who claimed 
to be Adventurers, (and foure are no great number amongſt ſome hundreds 
of Parliament men,) and yet thoſe foure were excluded by. Order of Par- 5.1 
liament, to have any Vote at the debate of the buſfineſſe, and all their Ad- der.of 

venture-Lands together, but 3050. Acres, which was of ſo little value and **t* 
concernment to {ome of them, as they loſt their land tor not paying taxes. 

And of thoſe foure alfo, when the faid Ac paſſed, there was but one ſingle 

perſon of them, (namely the ſaid Mr, Trenchard) who fate in the houſe at 

paſſing of the ſaid At; and ſurely the tatd Sir Fohn Maynard, (who was a 

Member of the late Parliament, and preſent at moſt of the debates touching 

the ſaid dreyning) cannot but feare fome condighne puniſhment to overtake | 

him, thus to traduce and {candalize the Supream Powers and Government. 
And to thelaſt part of rhe Charge, that the Petitioners were not heard ; 

It is anſwered, and ready to be made good to every mans ſatisfa@tion, thar 

the Committee of the late Park; in conſideration of the ſaid Act,betore they 
proceeded therein,fent letters to the ſeveral hin of the Counties of = 

LS : = 423-2 folk. 


pre. 
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ty 


of 


folk,Suffulk, Lincolne, Northampton, Ajuntington and Cambridge, and alſo to 


C : = j 
the town of Lyne, and to the Committee of the reſpective Counties, and 


ot the Ifle of E/ze, togivenotice tothe Inhabitants; and that ſuch as de- 
fired to be heard ſhould attend the Committee; and notice was accordingly 
even, and many of the Countrey came in, and were heard what they could 
lay, and particularly the ſaid Sir Fon Maynard, and theſe three things were 
chiefly in debate betore the ſaid Committee; 1. Whether the ſaid Level 
were hurttully ſurrounded, 2. Whether the work was feaſible, And 3. Whe- 
ther it were beneficial to the Common-wealth : And after Witneſles exa- 
mined at the {aid Committee, and above fourty hearings before them, 
(in the ſpace of almoſt three years) and ſatisfaction given therein, and ma- 
ny amendments made, and proviſions inſerted to the advantage of the 
Countrey (brought in by the Councel for the Countrey,) the ſaid Act 


paſſed, And thus farrein Anſwer tothe ſaid paper called the Petition. 
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Heje followeth an Anſwer to the Exceptions azainſt the A, printed 
with the ſaid Paper. : LE 

| ev matters of fact ſuggeſted in thoſe Exceptions to be contain- 
ed in the ſaid Act of Parliament, are either malicionſly,or through 
wilful ignorance miſtaken; for whereas it is ſuggeſted, that by the ſatd Act 


 Thorney-Abbey is excepted from the dreyning, and yetir is part of the ſaid 


Level, and hurtfully ſurrounded , Ir is anſwered, that Thorney- Abbey is not 


excepted by the ſaid A&, but contrariwiſe in recompence of the d 
ging of the {ſurrounded ground of Thorney,there are 4000 acres taken out, and 


adjudged to the undertakers as part of the 95000 acres appointed by the Act 
of Parliament for the recompence of dreyning. 

Secondly, That whereas there are ſeyeral exceptions grounded upon the title 
of theAc&,& upon pretence of fallacies and equivocaions in the word Level, 
and great Level: Iris anſwered, that there is no force in thoſe Exceptions, 
for the ſaid Act of Parliament doth appoint no grounds to be dreyned, but 
the Moozes, Mariſhes, fenny and low-ſurrounded grounds , within the 
bounds of the ſaid Level, and though there may bea little Reed grounds: 
part of the ſaid ſurrounded Leyel, (not conſiderable, in reference to the ma- 
King ſo many: thouſand Acres improveable for the Common-wealth) the 
{ame ought not to hinder ſo publick a work - And for ſuch partof the ſaid 
Level where ſedge is only to be had, iris apparent, and every mans reaſon 
will conclude, that it cannot bur be of greater concernment to the Com- 
mon-wealth to improve it for Meddow-paſture or Arrable; and for Olyers 
2nd other plants of that nature they will be very muct- increaſed. 

Fo the Exceptions. of the Preamble of the ſaid At, which recites, that 
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| the ſaid ſurrounded grounds have been;pf ſmall and uncertain profit, bur if 
dreyned, may be improved, and to the duggeſtion in the Exceptions, of the 
| profit made before the dreyning; Its evident, that the ſtock of Catrel of all 

forts kept by the Commoners generally in the Fens now,are more then doub- 
ted to what they were before the firſt undertaking of dreyning by the late 
Earle of Bedford, and many thouſand Acres of the faid Fennes fowne al- 
ready with Wheat, Rie, Barley, Beanes, Oates, Cole-feed, Rape-ſeed. 
Hemp and Flax; the latter whereof, though by the printed Paper ſtiled 
traſh and trumpery , yet to ſuch as know the concernments of this 
Common-wealth, are, if notof abſolute neceſſity, yet certainly of great and 
high advantage to this Nation. And the Cuſtomes at the Port of Lynne, 
for ſuch of the ſaid Commodities, as were thence tranſported for the yeare, 
ending in Jae, 1653. came to about 1300 It. beſides what was uſed at 
home, and the adyantage to the Common-wealth by ſetting many thouſands 


of poor people on work.  . a 
Tothe Exception mentioned to be the third, touching the particular 
bounds of the Level,wherein the Petitioners referre to their firſt Exception ; 
It is anſwered in the former Anſwer to that particular, wherby it will appear 
the groſle miſtake of the Petitioners,as conceiving that the bounds of the faid 
Level to be dreyned by the ſaid Act, did comprehend all the grounds within 
rhoſe bounds, whereas it is only the Moores, Mariſhes, Fenny and low 
rounds within thoſe bounds, and no other, which appeares by the plain 
words of the {aid Act, - 

+ Lothe Objection, that the conſ1deration moving the paſſing the ſaid'A& 
wasthat the Earle of Bedford had 95000 acres decreed tohim in the thirteenth 
year of King Charles, which decree was procured by bribing the King with 
I 2000. acres and that the conſent of the Lords and Commons was not 
had thereunto according to the Statute ofthe fourty third year of Queen E-- 
| labeth, Tt is anſwered, Firſt, that the Petitioners wilfully omit the firſt 
and maine conſideration in reference tothe now E.of Bedford, which was;that 
Francs late Earle of Bedford (a man known to be of a publick ſpirit) did un- 
dertake the ſaid dreining, which undertaking was in the year 1630. (feven- 
yeares before the {aid decree) and nota bulineſſe ſought by him, but awork 
 Whereinto he was drawn after two years conſideration, and ſolicitation 

of many worthy perſons Lords and Owners of the ſaid Fennes, and after 

many attempts and former undertakings by others, which proved fruitleſſe. 

And there wereno lefle then fourty ſeven Commiſhoners (all Land-owners 

within the ſaid Level) who made it their ſuite in behalf of themſelves and the 

Country,to-undertake the ſame-and offered him 95000 acres for recompence 

of the dreyning :which was as little, if.not a.leſle proportion- of ground then 

any: other would accept for to do the faid work; and the whole buſineſſe was 
SUS © > 3 - {ettled: 


dp 
ſettled and agreed by a Law of Sepers at 7yn in Norfolk in the ſaid year 
1630, by fourty ſeven Comiſſoners, upon their oaths and was a chief and 
prime motive for the ſaid Act of Payliament. In the fecond place it is de- 
nied that any bribe of 12000. aces was g:vento the late King for the 
ſaid Decree of the thirteenth year c{the ſaid Ice Ling, nor can it be appre- 
hended that any tucn thing thold be,in regard the ſaid decree of the thirteenth 
yeare of the {aid King did onely ſer out the 95000, acres, afterthe work ad- 
judged done, which by the Law of Sewers made at Lin, in the ſaid year 
1630. was decreed to be fer out. It is true , that by the faid Law 
of Sewers made at Lynne , (which was near ſeyen years before the ſaid 
dreyning,)that the late King was to have 12000, Acres, parcell of the ſaid 
95000. Acres, but for what cont1deration, or upon what agreement , the pre- 
{ent undertakers are ignorant of, nor is it materiall to them , they engaging 
thetreſtates in the ſaid work of dreyning upon the ſtrength and ſecurity of 
the ſaid Act of Parliament which gave them as well-the (aid 120co. acres, 
as there{1due of the 95000, acres, and without which they had never engaged 
in the ſaid work, or adventured any further ſumme of money therein. And 
to the laſt part of this Exception, it isanſ{wered, that it carries no weightin it, 
for thar if the ſaid work of - 26640 had been purluant to the Statute of the 
4.3. year of Queene E1;F abeth, it would not have needed any new Ad of Par- 
liament. Andit 1s very clear, that as the Parliament in the 4.3. year of the 
ate Queene, had power to make one Lay for dreyning,ſo thelate Parliament 


might, and all ſucceeding Parliaments may make other Lawes likewiſe for 
dreyning and improving lands for publike advantage. And in truth ina 
work of fo great concernment, and vaſte circuit of g-ounds, and wherein ſo- 
many perions were concerned, as Lords and Commoners. It was almoſt, if 
not altogether impoſſible to know who were the major part ,. or to have the 


conſent of the major part. (Sir 1ohp Maynard acknowledging many thouſand 
perſons to be therein concerned.) And up- 1 this ground it was neceflary to 
obtaine the ſaid Act of Parliament before they ſhould, turther engage in the 
{aid work : and if this bea materiall exception, then the before mentioned 
Statutes for dreyning madein the time of Queene El;Zabeth and King Iames 
are l1able tothe like exception, and by conſequence this and all ſucceeding 
Parliaments dilabled romake any Law for improving any waſte or ſurround- 
ed grounds to the benefit of the Common-wealth 
To the Excention, thar the Earle of Zedfordand his Participants made no 
progreſle in the work, but only todivide the 95000 Acres by ſhares and 
lots,and that it was foundhy a Jury at Huntington 14 Car. that the ſaid Earle 
and his Participants had not. meliorated the Fennes ; Iris anſwered: firſt, 
_ Tat there was above 100000. li. disburſed by the faid late Earle of Beaford, 
_* and 
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and Participants by advice of te {Win that were.to be gotten after 
his undertaking of the faid work in the yeare 1630.and before the Decree, 
or ſetting out, or dividing the fame, in the thirteenth yeare of the late 
King. And Secondly,that the proceedings atHuntingten,in the fourreenth of 
__ the late King, urged by the Petitioners, (wherein *ir 79-1 Maynard an old 
Courtier, was not a little active and bufie to adyance the late Kings in- 
tereſt) and the Decree thereupon, was undue and illegal, and in order to a 
| project then in hand, todeprive the late Earle of Bedford, and all his then 
Participants of the ſaid whole 95000 Acres, after all the expence of mo- 
ney, and togive the ſaid whole 95000 Acres, and 57000 Acres more from 
che Countrey to the late King tobecome the Undertaker; which proceed- 
ings were condemned by the Parliament. And the Petitioners themſelves 
in the Jatter part of their exceptions confeſfe that the Decree of Sewers at 
Huntington Was illegal, and therefore null. And theſe very Commiſſioners 
of Sewers at Huntington, (though of the late Kings choice, and moſt of his 
ſervants) were ſo much convinced of the right of the ſaid late Earle of Bed- 
ford and his participants,that in their Decree they did acknowledg that divers. 
great Sluces, Rivers, Dreins, Cuts. and other works, had been made and 
erected by the ſaid Earle and his Participants, at his and their great charges 
within the ſaid Level, which did much conduce to the dreyning of ſome part. 
of the laid Leve}, and which would be of good uſe, to the further dreyning, 
imbanking and recovering of the {aid Fennes, and that the ſaid late Earle 
and his then Participants, were worthy of 4co00. Acres for their recom-- 
pence, in regard of their charge then expended: And if it be conſidered, 
how that thoſe unrighteous Commiſfioners adjudged 4cooo Acres, was but 
a moderate recompence for aboye x00000 li, then 'expended; and that all 
the addition of recompence by the late Act, is but 55000 Acres more, for 
which the preſent Undertakers have expended above 200000 li. fince the 
faid Act; It will appear that the now Undertakers are great ſufferers and 
loſers by the ſaid undertaking,and thoſe who maligne the undertaking,would 
be loth to reimburte the money expended with damages, and takethe land 
_ dreyned now all the hazard is paſt;ſubjectto the charge of future maintain- 
ing the works. 
To the Pretence, that there was no interruption to the work but feares. 
that the undertaking was declared againſt inthe beginning of the late Par- 
liament in December 1 641 I hefame is formerly anſwered, that Declaration 
being againſt Improvements by the late King, Queen, and Lords of Waſtes 
without Law, and not concerning this dreyning, which was then under con-. 
ſideration of a Committee of Parltament;- bur their feares were, that ſome. 
tumultuous and buſte narrow-hearred men-(who favour nothing of publics 
concernment; which is ctoſle to their private humour,) might give interrup- 
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their roomes. And laikly, 
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| _ 
tion to the work, if not ſetled by AZ of Parliament, and thereupon did re- 
ſolvenot toengage their Eſtates further in ir, but by the Authority and 
countenance of Parliament, 3 . 

To the exception , which ſaves to the Undertakers breaches by inevi- 
table accidents, wnich are in convenient time to be repaired and made good; 
It is anſwered; That in reaſon no further proviſion can be made for the 
Countrey inthar particular, then is by the ſaid A&R, in regard proviſion is 
made for the dreining and imbanking, and making the ſame Winter- 

round in ſuch manner as the rivers which did oveflow the ſame or any 
of them ſhould not overflow the grounds within the ſaid Level: which 
ching is already done, and works made -which have not onely been adjudged 
£0 be ſufficient, but have by experience proved ſo, and their own con- 
cernment , as to their 95000. acres is a ſufficient obligation upon them to 
preſerve the ſame: But it by ſome inevitable paſſage of providence , any 
extraordinary flood or ſtorme ſhould come,or any water coming through any 

uick-ſand under a bank) not by humane reaton , charge, or induſtry, to 
be foreſeen, or prevented) any work ſhould faile, and that they repaire it 
in convenient time, the late Parliament did, and all reaſonable men will 
conceive that they have performed their undertaking , and without that 
provition,no rational man would have ingaged inthe {aid work. 

To the Exception;that there is a liberty ot leaving 15000 acres for beds & 
receptacles for waters, whereby the drowned Jand of Thoraey and Whittleſey 
might be dreyned,and dry land drowned. Itis an{iwered : Firſt, that there was 
a neceſſity for ſuch a proviſion, and 15000. Acres was but a {mall proportion 
to be allored in fo greata Level as above 300000 acres. But ſecondly,that this 
exceptionappears to be vaine and malicious, the Petitioners not Gamcd as 
aHirming (now the work is done) that there hath been any ſuch fraudulent 
and indirect ufe made of that provition;and as it 1s a vaine pretence thar beds 
and receptacles for waters ſhould be made upon dry lands (which is the higher 
ground) ſoit would have been very imprudent 1n the undertakers to drowne ' 
dry ground, in regard the ſaid Act gives relief to any that by dreyning in one 
part, ſhould be drowned in anorner, | 

To that exception in the Act, thatthe ordinary courſe of Commiſſioners 
2s to this Level is altered; It is aniwered : Firſt, that there are above 50 Com- 
miſioners of Sewers appointed by name ia the ſaid Act forthe ſaid 
Levell, beſides theJudges of the Courts at Weſtminſter for the time being, all 
named by the late Parliament, and tucn as by the view of their names will ap- 

ear to be perſonsot great worth and underſtanding. And ſecondly,by the 


S 
21d Act the Commiſſioners for the Great Seale (who appointed Commiſ- 


ſoners ot Sewers upon all Commiſtions) have power to nominate others in. 
itly, there was great neceſlity to take care in this paiti- 
cm 


cular, for whereas upon other Commi 
the danger of ſurrounding, are liable to pontriburte to the charge of maintain- 
Ing the works by this Ac the 95000, Acres deſigned to the undertakers, are 


onely made liable to the charge and the maintaining the work, and the rettdive 
of the Level being above 200000, Acres freed from it, fo that the Land4- 
owners within the {aid Levell, who were,nor to be contriburary to the charge, 
were juſtly excluded from being Commiſhoners of Severs. 

To that Exception which tuggeſts that upon the Petitioners complaint 
to the Committee named in the ſaid A, Inly 6. 1653.they found no redrels; 
and to that other Exception which luggeſts that in the adjudication no care 
was taken to provide that Lands which ſhould receive no benefit by the 
dreyning,might not be made contributary: and to anotherException,that the 
ſaid Commiſhoners adjudged the grounds dreyned without hearing the Pe- 
titioners; it is anſwered; firſt, that the Commiſttoners appointed by the ſaid 
Act fitting in theTe»pl/eHAIlI the ſaid f1xth of Iuly 165 3.upon complaint made 
by Sir Tohn Maynardin the name of himſelf and other Inhabitants of Tſiebam, 
did give him a full hearing, and did offer him, that if he would make ir appear 
that there were any ground unequally and unduly taken our of 1/{eham, they 
would give relief ; or if he could not provett there, and could prove itinthe 
Countrey , they would award a Commiſſion intothe Countrey to indifferent 
Commiſſioners there to examine the ſame, but the ſaid Sir 79h» Maynard then 
and there declared that he would Petition the Parliament ; fo that this part of 
the ſuggeſtion is altogether untrue and ſcandalous: and for the care taken ir 
the Adjudication; Ir is anſwered and ready to be proved, that the Commil- 
fioners appointed by the {aid Act, for adjudging the ſame, after they had 
received ſufficient information, that one part of the ſaid Level was dreyned 
according tothe ſaid Act, would not proceed to adjudge the ſame, until 
they had ſent out Summons to ali the pariſhes in that part of the Level, 
concerned,to givenotice of their intended Seſſions, and then afrer made a 
perſonal view, and after that had Oath made of due notice of their ſum- 
mons, and then heard all Complaints, *and did receive all their Witneſles-on 
all parts, and did upon all Complaints which they found juſt, give relief 
according to the ſaid Act, and did obſerve the ſame courſe upon their latter 
adjudication of the reſidue of the {aid Level, and notice of the {atd Com- 
miſfioners Seſſion was timely gtven, and the Commiſſioners did ar their 
ſeveral Seſſions make ſeveral Orders, for relief in all caſes, where they 
found the Complaints juſt ; And that this ſuggcſtion may appear to bear 
no colour of truth ; It will appear by the order made upon the laſt ad- - 
judication at Ee, upon a Petition then exhibited in the name of the Inha- 
bitants of 1ſeham, who ſuggeſted, that too great a proportion was taken | 


out of their Commons. that the Commiſſioners did then, bythe canſents | 
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of the then Petitioners, and of. 
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eYindertakers, referre the examination of 
the truth of the fact, troCommilſtfoners named by the then Petitioners and 


 Undertakers, and a day was appointed for hearing Witnefles on both ſides; 


but the then Petitioners, finding that they were not able to make good the 
truthoft their Perition,cid wave any further proceedings upon thelr Petition, 
To the Exception, which gives power to the Commiſtioners 
to make lands improved , though not within the laid Level , to-be 
contributory to the Undertakers; Ir is anſwered , that che reading of 
thatclauſe in the ſaid Act will fatisfie any unintereſled perſon : for where- 
as it was pretended that in the ſetting out of the 95000 Actes, ſome were 
drawn to contribute to the ſame. and receive no benefit by the dreyning, 
and others would receive benefit by the ſaid dreyning, whodid not contri- 
bute thereunto; the Act doth provide to relieve the former., and alto-thar 
{ſuch Lands as ſhall be better in quality or condition, by reaſon of the faid 
dreyning, or be thereby ſecured from overflowing., and inundations ſhall 
contribute proportionable to the benefit which the Owners., and occupiers 
of {uch Lands, ſhall receive thereby as-may. appear by the words of the faid 
Act which no reaſonable man.can oppoſle; and yet:the undertakers hither- 
to have made no benefit of that clauſe in the ſaid Act: whereby the trouble- 
{ome diſpoſition of1{uch as: proſecute the ſaid Petition and complaint, may 
appear by this cauſeleſle exception. - 
The Exception to the. ſaid Act for repealing the two' Laws of ſewers, 
VII, 19. Fac. et, 14, Car. becauſe they were illegal, and therefore in 
themſelves null, is vain and frivolous; forifitbe admitted that they were 
!tegal and null (whereof many learned men did doubt) it is far trom a fault 
to declare them ſoby an A of Parliament. =. 
For the Exception to the Comiſhioners named inthe ſaid Attin regard, as 
is {uggeſted,that ſome of them cannot-Ac, many have not acted, and {ome 
who have acted, have put- the Petitioners-out-of poſſeſſion of 930. acres of 
tnetr Fennes.(unheard ) whoſe names-they know not: charged thoze Coms 
miſttoners to have adjudged Lands dreyned, which were never drowned, and 
thoſe hurtfully ſurrounded which were bettered by oyerfiowing,-and there- 
ore conceive they. have juſt cauſe to except-againſtthe ſaid Commiſſioners; | 
There 1s no force in-.the firſt» part: of the Objedtion-, - and if it were- 
mategal, yet-unleſle it were ſpecified which of: the ſaid Commiſſioners 
cannot ac; or which, have, not-:a&ted;; it: is not-poſſible to anfwer to ir. 
Burt to the 'other ſcandalous partof that:;exceptionit is-anfivered. . Firſt, rhar 
the names of the. Commiſſioners who maderhe ſeveral Adjudications appear 
upon record. and their names with the Judgements .are enrolled in Chancery; 
and if the Petitioners- have cauſe of complaint againſt them, it: were- bus 
jJaftrbey ſhouldbe heard to make their defence... Secondly, that the-ſug- 
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7eſtion that the Judgement was withoixJhearino, hath no truth in it, 2s 
may appear by what 1s formerly ſaid. ” Thirdly, that the foid Commiſion- 
2rs have given no ſuch Judgement, as is untruly ſuggeſted but they have 
proceeded juſtly accorcing to the ſaid Act, and the Level being dreyned, 
have ſo adjudged it,and ſet out the 95000. acres as the faid Ad requires, 
whereof 930. acres parcel of 3125. acres of 1Neham Fennes are part , but 
they did withal at the ſame Adjudication, according to rhe ſaid AR,upon 

complaint of the inhabitants of 1Nzhaw , reterre ro Commiſioners by con- 

ſent,to examine whether a greater proportion were taken,chen by the ſai4 
A& was intended, and {ſurely inch as are 1m authority will be fenftble of the 
honour of the Commiſſioners appointed by the ſaid AR, who were all named 
by the Parliament, and have no benefit, but much trouble by that ſervice. 
And for the Petitioners ſurmiſe.that ſome ſhould be difabled ro Act, (not 
naming any.) if that ſhould be true, yer there being above fifty in all, and of 
great Honour and integrity, there would be no cauſe of any more Com- 
miſfioners - Howbeit,to prevent all colour of complaint therein, It hath 
pleaſed his Excellency the Lord General and Councel of State to name 
rwenty four other Commiſſtoners dwelling in and neere the ſaid* Level to 
heare and determine any complaint according to the ſaid Aft fo as it may 
appeare that ſuch as proſecute this Petition are of a reſtleſle ſpirit, 

For thit Exception of depriving the Petitioners of the benefit of 
Commiſſions of ſewers according to the Statureof the twenty third yeare 
of Henry the eighth, and that the ſcouring of the old dreynes would leave 
very little land in the faid Level, hurttully farrounded : And that there is 
a ſufficient proviſion for dreyning made by the Stat. of the fourty third yeare 
of Q. Elizabeth , molt part of this is formerly anſwered, yer finding 
theſe exceptions made double in their Petition and exceptions as if fome great 
weightliy in them. It is further an{iwerd. Firſt,that the evidenceof che 1nd is 
undeniable proof,that the ſcouring the old dreynes would not recover the ſaid 
Level from ſurrounding which had lien hundreds of years, hurtfully ſurroun- 
ded;and the maine queſttonin the late Parltament was, Whether the work 
were any way feazible.Secondly, that tne ſaid Act of Parliamentexempes the 
country from charge of maintaining the work which lay upon them by the or- 
dinaryCommitlion of ſewers upon theStarute of the twentythird year of 7.8, 

And laſtly, it was almoſt, 1t not altogether impoſſible to know the cer- 
tain number of all perſons concerned in the {aid Level, whereby to, have 
gotten the major part of their hands and ſeals ro our indenture. according 
to the Statute of the 43. E/iF, and yet admitting it had been poſſible. itis no 
argument for the Perittoners to complainof a Partiament, for making a 
ſubſequent Act of Parliament for publike good, 

For the general Charge inthe Exception, mentioning, Firſt, that the 


- uo13533 | 


faid Actis without the Petitioners(conſent. Secondly, againſt it. 9. Un- 
reaſonable, And fourthly unneceſſaiy ; the two firſt of theſe ſuggeſtions 
are nor, nor ought to be of weight againſt an Act of Parliament, wherein 
theconſent of the whole Nation is involved, and ſuch pretences tend to 
the {ubverfion of the Government of the Common-wealth, for 1t Lawes 
may not be made without particular contents of private perſons, there is no 
| hope chatever any Law ſhall be mace tor publike good, (the generality of 
men being for the moſt part coyetous, and lelt-leekers; minding their own 
private before the publick concernments,) and 1t it reſted in thetr will, 
would neyer part with any of their private Eſtates for publike uſes, nor 
ſufferany thing they enjoy to be employed for publike fervices, which all 
Parliaments prefer before any private concernment whatſoever. And to the 
pretence of the unreaſonableneſle of the {aid Act being a general Exception; 
abundantly anfwered by denying 1t, and by referring to the Actir lelte, 
and to the clear Anſwers formerly given to eyery particular Exception, 
whereinany pretence of unreaſonableneſle is ſurmized, and whether the 
work was unneceſſaryor not, (beſides the Authority and Judgement of the 
late Parliament, which doth and ought to anſwer and filence that pretence,) 
let all reaſonable and unintereflſed perſons judge, whether it were not a 
vork neceſlary for the Parliament to redeem and recover above 300000 
Acres of ſurrounded grounds within this Ifland, and make them good Ar- 
rable land, Meddow and Paſture, by improvement whereof this Common- 
wealth may not only be ſupplied with cordage, linnenand other neceflaries, 
but many hundred theuſand pounds raiſed yearly within this Common- 
wealth, by Corne, Oyle, Hemp, Flax, and other Commodities, thouſands of 
poor {et on work,and the rage and violence of the waters, which threatned. 
ruine and deſtruction to many adjacent parts, be ſtopped and prevented. 


The length of this Anſwers neceſſarily occaſioned, by the many untrue and grounaleſs ſur- 
Wiles inthe Petition and Exceptions, and to manifeſt the integrity of the Unat,.t as 
kerry and juſpice of proceeaings,l brongh all this ckargable and ha%araom work; Ori 01> 
nally undertaken by Francis late Earle of Bedtord, at the Countries: follicitation for 
publich good : That the profir-was not- conſiaerable to the charge and hazard, nor 
will it yet anſwer the vaſt ſumms of money expended by the ſaid Undertakers, and 
ſome of them being ruined in their Eſtates by reaſon thereof, Woſt of the preſent Vns« 
dertakers became engaged in the perfetling the jaid work , upon the Authority and 
(-reait of the ſaia+AG of Parliament, aud bave expended near 30070 li. , upon 
that [ecutrity ; and the charges for repuirs yearly are eſtimated to be 10000 Ii. the: 
works for-tve dreyninggare ſncb as are not elſewhere to be ſeen in England, ſcarce in the: 
Chriſlian world , worthy the care and cotmtenance of a Parliament, the At ut [elf 
jufh, honourable aud neceſſary,anud [ufficient proviſion thereby for 1187 complaints, and- 
only the Vndertakers therein, the great ſufferers ard loſers , and will appear guilty. 

of 2.11h:r (al, ſav; indicretion to hazard their Eſtates for the good of the pnblick. 
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Andwhereas Sir Fohn Maynard hath been pleaſed to commend Reede 
and Sedze to the Common-wealth, as rich Commodities to be 
taken care of, and hath ſtited thoſe, produced by the labour and 
coſt of tlie Undertakers, upon 'the improvement to be zraſh and 
trumpery; yet ſuch as they are, and the advantages this yeare a- 
riſing by them, out of a ſmall part of the Fennes coming late- 


ly to hand, is hereby offered to the con per- 


(ons. There was 28000 Acres of the aforeſaid. 
ſowen with Cole-ſeed, Wheat, Barley; Oates and Flax. 


{owing and of. Cropps. 


i E ery Acre for Haſſocking, burning the Haſſocks. Plow-) li. ſh. d. 
ing, burning the Sword, and ſowing with Cole-ſecd, coſt (28500. <9. 09 
one pound,which came into' the hands = ſuch as would work, 
© whether poor or rich. ES I” 
2, Every Acre of Seed, Wheat, Barley or Oatet that were ſonenace RR 
being near 10000 Acres coſt in Seed, 8+, per Acre, which 
came to the hands of the Countrey. 
3. The ſmall diviſuon Dykes, ſince the CAd)judication, came clear) 3000, 0, Oa 
tothe poor Labourers. Y - 
4. Expended for Timber, Carpenters, Bricklayers, and other La- > 10000 09, 
bourers, in building houſes abowe. Os 
_ 5. The reaping, threſhing and carriage of Cole-ſeed, to be fit for 2 2.5090, 0O, 06 
the Boats, to poor Labourers, at 3 li. per Laſt. 
6. The reaping, threſhing and carriage 4 Wheat, Rie, Oates, B "7 
ley and Flax to Labourerss  Oufd- C $9704 
7. The carriage of farre above 5000,vf Cole-ſeed, and above(.,0. oo, oc 
1000 of Wheat and other Communities, to the Watermen of \ 
Lyn aud Wisbeach. 7 
8. The tranſportation by water, of Materials for houſes, to Water-C 300 00. ©o 
men and other works. | 
9. The chambering of 3000. Laſt at the leaſt in Lyn, and there-\ 
abouts at 4%. the Laſt per week for 13. weeks. j 050+ 005 
Io. At Lyn ts Mceters and Porters at 12 9, per Laſt. $1509, OO. © 
iI. I0O Laſt of Seed, Wheat andother graine to London, and \\coo oo 
other parts by ſhipping. 
12, There is this preſent year, in order for the next yeare, expend 
ed to Workmen and Labourers an haſſocking, plaining, burning. -— 00, 09 


4 
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13. The State in Cuſtome, Exciſe 12. <Impoſt, for Cole-ſeed, oyle 0M 4 


and othe: wiſe, ] 
By which, beſides the great charge of dreyning, this yeare it 


appears there is expended 
To the Labourers, Workmen and others =——= 


95000 11.--00--00 
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Ty 7 Chambers, Porters and Watermen,—===——--- 3600---00---09 


The ſhippping. 


The State, —— _—_ | 5 OOO---00--00 


Theſe are the, Advantages which have accrued to the State, the Conntrey, 
_ and thankene Tis yeare. by a ſmall quantitit, of about 28000 Acres, beſide 
the intriuſecal value 4 the Commodities themſelves produced by'this Charge 

to the Common-wealth ot here ſet down. — 113600 |1,--00$.--00d. 


Andif above 100000 li.advantage ariſeth by [o {mall quantity, under ſo 

many aiſcouragements, a good Common-wealths-man will eaſily judge, 

 . :what annual profit and bertsfit will redound to this Nation, by the im- 
, provement of the whale. 7 


London, Printed for Richard Baddeley within the 
middle-Tcmple-gate. 165 3. 


